FNSEA042US 



WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A setting information management device that manages 
setting information of an image formation apparatus, which 
5 writes the setting information into a storage element of a 
recording material cartridge detachably and replaceably 
attached to said image formation apparatus, said setting 
information management device comprising: 

an information acquisition module that acquires 
10 information including the setting information from said 
storage element of said recording material cartridge; and 

an information output module that outputs reflecting 
information to a storage element of a recording material 
cartridge, which is attachable to another image formation 
15 apparatus of an identical model or a different model with or 
from the model of said image formation apparatus, based on the 
acquired setting information, where the reflecting information 
is used to reflect settings of said image formation apparatus 
on said another image formation apparatus of the identical 
20 model or the different model. 

2 . A setting information management device in accordance 
with claim 1 , wherein the setting information includes at least 
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one of network setting information, feeder setting information, 
resolution information, and toner saving mode information. 

3 . A setting information management device in accordance 
5 with claim 1, wherein the reflecting information represents 

the setting information acquired by said information 
acquisition module. 

4. A setting information management device in accordance 
10 with claim 1, wherein the reflecting information represents 

a program executed to reflect the settings of said image 
formation apparatus on said another image formation apparatus 
of the identical model or the different model. 

15 5. A setting information management device in accordance 

with claim 1, wherein said information output module outputs 
identification information, which identifies said another 
image formation apparatus of the identical model or the 
different model, in addition to the reflecting information, 

20 and 

the reflecting information is used to reflect the 
settings of said image formation apparatus , when said recording 
material cartridge with said storage element, to which the 
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reflecting information has been output, is attached to said 
another image formation apparatus identified by the 
identification information . 

6 . An image formation apparatus that forms an image on 
a recording medium, such as paper, with a recording material 
filled in a recording material cartridge detachably and 
replaceably attached to said image formation apparatus, said 
image formation apparatus comprising: 

an information reading module that reads out information 
stored in a storage element of said recording material 
cartridge, when said recording material cartridge is attached 
to said image formation apparatus; and 

a setting update module that, when the read-out 
information includes setting update information used to update 
settings of said image formation apparatus, updates the 
settings of said image formation apparatus, based on the 
setting update information. 

7. An image formation apparatus in accordance with claim 
6, wherein the setting update information represents 
information used to update at least one of settings including 
a network setting, a feeder setting, a resolution, and a toner 
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saving mode. 

8 . An image formation apparatus in accordance with claim 
6, wherein the setting update information includes, as a piece 
of information, identification information of an image 
formation apparatus, which is an object of update of its 
settings, and 

said setting update module updates the settings of said 
image formation apparatus based on the setting update 
information, when the identification information included in 
the setting update information is identical with the 
identification information of said image formation apparatus . 

9. An image formation apparatus in accordance with claim 
6, said image formation apparatus further comprising: 

an information writing module that writes the settings 
of said image formation apparatus as the setting update 
information into said storage element of said recording 
material cartridge . 

10. A setting information management method that manages 
setting information of an image formation apparatus, which 
writes the setting information into a storage element of a 
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recording material cartridge detachably and replaceably 
attached to said image formation apparatus, said setting 
information management method comprising the steps of: 

(a) acquiring information including the setting 
information from said storage element of said recording 
material cartridge; and 

(b) outputting reflecting information to a storage 
element of a recording material cartridge, which is attachable 
to another image formation apparatus of an identical model or 
a different model with or from the model of said image formation 
apparatus, based on the acquired setting information, where 
the reflecting information is used to reflect settings of said 
image formation apparatus on said another image formation 
apparatus of the identical model or the different model. 

11. A setting information management method in 
accordance with claim 10, wherein the setting information 
includes at least one of network setting information, feeder 
setting information, resolution information, and toner saving 
mode information . 

12. A setting information management method in 
accordance with claim 10, wherein the reflecting information 
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represents the setting information acquired by said step(a) . 

13. A setting information management method in 
accordance with claim 10, wherein the reflecting information 

5 represents a program executed to reflect the settings of said 
image formation apparatus on said another image formation 
apparatus of the identical model or the different model. 

14. A setting information management method in 
10 accordance with claim 10, wherein said step(b) outputs 

identification information, which identifies said another 
image formation apparatus of the identical model or the 
different model, in addition to the reflecting information, 
and 

15 the reflecting information is used to reflect the 

settings of said image formation apparatus, when said recording 
material cartridge with said storage element, to which the 
reflecting information has been output, is attached to said 
another image formation apparatus identified by the 

20 identification information. 
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